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Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
The tragedy in Parkland, Florida last month and other losses of life on school 
campuses across the nation have driven increased interest in student-led civic 
engagement efforts and actions, including the idea of school walk-outs. The 
Salinas Union High School District supports students’ Constitutional rights to 
peaceful assembly and free expression. Our goal in responding to walk-out plans 
and other forms of peaceful assembly is to keep the focus on teaching and 
learning while providing guidance and planning to support student and staff 
safety. 
 
Our students have expressed that they would like the opportunity to engage in 
the national walk-out that is being held on March 14th at 10:00 a.m. As a result, 
student led committees were formed to work with the site administration to 
provide an avenue for this process to take place. Our top priority is to support the 
academic and social-emotional needs of our students while maintaining a safe 
and orderly environment for all. 
 
As parents/guardians, I would like to inform you of the parameters surrounding 
March 14th. During this day, the schools have planned optional activities to allow 
for students to assemble. Since this is not a political event, we ask that there be 
no signs or posters promoting political beliefs. As always, our school counselors 
and school psychologist will be available to talk with students. 
 
Students are not allowed to leave the school building without permission from an 
administrator or a parent. Students will be issued an unexcused absence if they 
leave and appropriate school consequences may be given dependent on the 
severity of the disruption. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dan Burns 
Superintendent 

 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Blanca Baltazar-Sabbah 
Associate Superintendent 

Instructional Services 
blanca.baltazar@salinasuhsd.org 
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Superintendent 
dan.burns@salinasuhsd.org 
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